HCMS/WRMS 8th Grade Latin (1B) 2018-2019

Course Syllabus
Contact Information:

David Finkelstein

Email Address: dfinkelstein@eanesisd.net
Website: www.hcmsdfinkelstein.weebly.com
Classroom Objectives
· Developing comprehension of the Latin language through practice in reading it.
· Ensuring understanding of the social and political history of the Romans, especially during the first century C.E.  
· Creating interdisciplinary learning, specifically for English, improving vocabulary and grammar.
· Instilling a lasting love of the Latin language
Classroom Expectations
Students will . . .
· Line up quietly outside the door before class starts, ready to greet and enter.  

· Bring all necessary materials to class every day.
· Required:

i. Charged iPad
ii. iPad charger
· Recommended:

i. Dedicated spiral notebook and/or loose-leaf paper

ii. Dedicated small binder (or dedicated section of a large binder)

iii. Writing implements (blue/black pen, sharpened #2 or mechanical pencil, eraser, highlighter)

· Be in their seats ready to go (materials out) when the bell rings.

· Raise their hand if they wish to speak.
· Ask permission (in Latin) to use the restroom: mihine licet ad lātrīnam īre? 

· Not eat, chew gum, or drink (anything other than water) in class.  
· Respect that we are all individuals with differences in learning styles and paces.
· Keep language at a PG level.

· Conform to the school’s dress code.

· Follow the rules concerning personal work and avoiding plagiarism.  If there is any doubt or uncertainty about what is permitted, ask the teacher.  NEVER USE GOOGLE-TRANSLATE: Not only is it cheating, it is a terribly inaccurate application.  I will demonstrate this early on.
· Submit work on time.

Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.


Pecca Fortiter  (Make Mistakes Bravely):
"I've missed more than 9000 shots in my career. I've lost almost 300 games. 26 times, I've been trusted to take the game winning shot and missed. I've failed over and over and over again in my life. And that is why I succeed."
—Michael Jordan

To err is human.  Mistakes are all part of the learning process, and each mistake we make leads us closer to greater understanding of the Latin language. I do not expect perfection, as that is a completely unrealistic expectation; I do, however, demand effort.
Grading Policy
The breakdown for grading is as follows:

Major Grades: 50%

Quizzes: 25%

Homework: 15%

Class Participation: 10%

For tests only, students have the option to create a B-Sheet. The B-Sheet is a teacher-authorized “cheat sheet” that the students may use on any test. The B-Sheet can be at most 8 ½” x 11”; students may write on both sides. Only grammar information may be written on the B-Sheet; that is, no vocabulary or culture information may be written. All students are encouraged to make a B-Sheet and get in the habit of using it when needed on homework and classwork in order to get acquainted with it. Students wishing to use it on the test may do so, understanding that the maximum grade they will receive on that test is 85%. That is to say, students earning between 0-85% will have that grade entered in the gradebook; students earning 86-100% will have an 85 entered in the gradebook if a B-Sheet was used. I am more than happy to look over your B-Sheet to ensure that all information included is accurate; otherwise, students use the B-Sheet entirely at their own risk. Students are encouraged to write their names on their B-Sheets. Students may not share B-Sheets on tests; I have no issue with students sharing one in class.
How Do I Retake a Vocabulary Quiz?

Any student has the opportunity to perform a re-take for any vocabulary quiz on which s/he earned less than a 70%. All the student must do is write or type the entire vocabulary list ten (10) times: the Latin word, its English definition, the part of speech, and at least one English derivative, if any exist (for words without derivatives, it will suffice to write the word “none” once). An example appears below. This re-take will be due on the fifth class day after the student receives his/her grade, i.e. assuming no school holidays, a quiz returned Monday will be due the following Tuesday, a quiz returned Tuesday will be due the following Wednesday, a quiz returned Friday will be due two Mondays thereafter . . . etc. Students who do this properly will have their quiz grade updated to 70%. Mr. Finkelstein highly encourages the following:

1) Incorporate the re-take practice into your study for vocabulary quizzes. Not only should this help you learn the vocabulary quiz prior to the quiz, but if you still do not earn 70%, you will already have a re-take ready to hand in. This has the added bonus of proving to me that you did in fact study, so if necessary, we can have a chat and find out what study practices might work better for you.

2) When you are performing the re-take, write horizontally instead of vertically.  Because I am not a believer in busywork for its own sake, I would much rather you write the Latin word (e.g. canis), the English meaning (dog), its part of speech (noun), and a derivative (canine), and repeat that process nine more times, rather than writing canis ten times, then “dog” ten times, “noun” ten times, and “canine” ten times; the former will help you retain the vocabulary, while the latter will simply tire out your hand. Additionally, remember that derivatives (and sometimes meanings) will reappear on the Stage Test, so it will be important to learn, re-learn, and/or retain vocabulary for that.
3) Please don’t copy and paste. I’ll admit there is no way for me to verify that you haven’t, but I can promise you, the extra time it takes to type it out ten times will actually prove beneficial.
If you have any more questions or need clarification, PLEASE do not hesitate to ask! 

Latin Word         Meaning

Part of Speech

Derivative(s)

canis            dog                noun                  canine

canis            dog                noun                  canine

canis            dog                noun                  canine

canis            dog                noun                  canine

canis            dog                noun                  canine

canis            dog                noun                  canine

canis            dog                noun                  canine

canis            dog                noun                  canine

canis            dog                noun                  canine

How Do I Retake a Stage Test?
Any student has the opportunity to perform a re-take for any Stage Test on which s/he earned less than a 70%. Once every student in both classes has taken the test, tests will be handed back, and answered will be reviewed. To earn back credit, the student must, for each incorrectly-answered question, give the question number, the correct answer, and a detailed reason why that answer is correct, e.g.:

Question
Correct Answer
Reasoning

25

B.


“Caecilius and his family lived in the country presently known as B, Italy; p. 10 of Cambridge Latin Course Unit 1, Stage 1 says “Caecilius lived in Italy during the first century . . . they did not live in Britain.”

This assignment may be printed (Mr. Finkelstein prefers this), but a neatly-handwritten submission will also be accepted. This assignment will be due five class days after the student receives his/her grade printout, i.e. assuming no school holidays, a test grade returned Monday will be due the following Tuesday, a test grade returned Tuesday will be due the following Wednesday, a test grade returned Friday will be due two Mondays thereafter . . . etc. A correctly submitted re-take will result in an updated score of 70%.

Per the re-take policy, students are allowed one re-take per 9-week grading period. With that being said, if a student does the re-take assignment for multiple tests, I will apply the re-take grade to the test with the lowest original score.
